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This disaster, which gave rise to so many sinister forebodings, took place on Sunday, ist of July. Prince Schwartzenberg occupied the old Hotel Montesson, in the Rue de Provence; and the apartments not being sufficiently spacious to accommodate the immense concourse of company, a temporary ballroom was constructed in the garden. It was like a fairy palace. Flowers, perfumes, delicious music, the dazzling splendor of diamonds and rubies, all combined to render it a scene of Oriental enchantment. The walls of the ballroom were covered with gold and silver brocade, and ornamented with draperies of spangled gauze fastened by bouquets of flowers, while hundreds of crystal girandoles shed their prismatic luster over the glittering scene.
When the fire was first discovered, the Emperor was passing round the room and conversing with the ladies. There was but one door for the ingress and egress of the company. It was a very large one, opening into the garden, and fronting the Throne. At the back of the Throne there was a small wooden gallery, which made a communication between the ballroom and the house. It was in the angle of this little gallery that the fire was first discovered. The ball had just commenced, and a great part of the company were dancing.
It was at the time remarked as very extraordinary that nobody thought of ascending the gallery above mentioned and escaping into the house; but it was certainly natural to fly FROM the flames which issued from the house, or at least appeared to do so. The Empress was in conversation with some ladies at a little distance from the Throne, and when the confusion and alarm commenced, she, with great sang-froid^ or perhaps it may be called courage, ascended the steps of the Throne, seated herself, and waited till the Emperor went to her.
As to the Emperor, his conduct on this occasion was beyond all praise. He handed the Empress into the first carriage which he found standing in the courtyard, and accompanied her as far as the Place Louis XV. He then returned alone to Prince Schwartzenberg's H6tel, where he actively exerted himself in giving orders and assisting the persons who had been burned or otherwise hurt. On the Emperor's return the engines had not yet arrived. The Austrian Embassy were loud in their praise of theness of his wife and children, he would not permit them to land, and thusloved.
